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News anJ Views

TRESIDEI\}I'S MffiSAGE

rrEverybodSr taJ.ks about the weather but ...r' IIeIl, we
are not the exceptlon to the rule. A good. rain before vu-inter
sets in - opr do we have enough materlal to provide a laycr
of good protection against wintersr cold - provide a
subject for conversation this time of the year.

This year ny heert goes out to the commercial growers
and the larger private g?olrers. Heat, drr:ught and a
tremendous water b111 dcn't help to provide enjoyment tc>
their other tasks in the garden.

the growers generally have had a good business yearr
The maJor difficulty has been in bringing their stock
through at the risht time. fhe handling of their rhiaornes
by nail and skipping ls a noajor problen. The dedication of
these people in providing quality to their custoners is
excepti.onal in the nursery i.ndustry.

Mr. Gable and hi.s wife have coupleted twenty sea^sons
of commercial growing. They have been actj.ve ln the society
for seventeen years. tr[p. Gable has given freely of his time
arid knowledge to everyone on the subject of lrises. Thank you,,

Mrs, Alice Foss Stenoien has been growing.kises
eoruercially for ei-ghteen years. She has been active in
servi.ng the needs of the society for seventeen years, lier

optiraion has been a welconed respite for ma^rqr of us. Thank you

ZuIa and Glenn Hanson have encourag:ed the growing of
.:,11 types of lrises &s commercial growers a^nC are long tine
active nenbers of the society. They have brought us knowledge
and beauty in special packs of lris 1ore. Thank youo

Mrs. },IiLli.e Stover has an original and genuine love of
all plant material. A commercial- grower of lrises for (?)
years her conversations add greatly to culturel notes and
color with:in the society. Thank you.

to those of you who keep on garden:ing and nraintaining
your relationship w'ith the soclety, we wish to thank you also.
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- ANNUAI, MEEEING -
ERIpAIT October L7, L969

Punch at 5:Jo PI'{

DINNEA at 7:00 PM

SWISS CHAIET, at 5201 Excelsior Bor:lev'r,rd

This neeting wi1l be our annuaL banquet and election of officers. It will be
held at the Swies Chalet at ji{iraole lrtile, ancl those who attenrled }ast year know
that it is a most delightful pJ.ace, and that the food is both excellent and reascnabl-c

Our spoa.her, Mr. Carl lfiller, who speal<s with pictures of nature and flowers
ln all categori.es, will provicle us w:ith a nost inspirational evening. Now retired
froa teaching rnd arlninistratlve work in the l,Iinneapolis education systenr he has
elso been active in church and civic af,fairs. His hobby of close*up pictures cn
slides has been e career in itself, as he has slnken at many different gatherlngs
an'J conventiong. I{is col"lection nrrmberg over a thousand slides under g1ass.

Plea,se do not miss this presentatJ.on, ph.u the fellowsfilp of a good dinner
together.

See you there -
- Alice Foes Stenoein

The cost of the dinner will be $2.82
Please have your reservations in by Tilednesday, October 15.
Make your reservati.ons w"ith -

Zula }lanson - TeI. No, 56L-U4B
7124 Riverdale Road, Minneapolis , :iirinn 55410

.. or
Genine Benedict - TeI. llo. 55L-L184

1917 L.aramie Trail, Brooklyn Park, Llitut 5545O

MEMBER,SHIP COI\ITEST -
The April neeting signaletl the start of the membersh:ip drive contestr vrith

President liYarren Johnson submitting the na,mes of the fi-rst two meunbers.

Some of us were obviously busy selling the nneri-ts of menbership in the [w'in
City kis Society at the Regiona-I meeting last April- in [irest Salen, liTisc. (as witness
the large nurnber of tiTisconsin uerlbers we have thj.s year - and the new outstete
menbers who joined while at the Regional meeting. ) Fottowing the first I*rge surge
of new members, naJnes hrrve ccntinued to trickle in every nonth, grving us now a
total of 14 nen members this yearr

Julius ifadeka"mper won first prize for rounding up 11 members, and for his
efforts, he reeeived tbe beautiful iris 'rRiverda1e". The second place winner was
WaEen Johnson who brought 5.n J new members, and he received |tAzure Apogee'r. At the
close of the contest on June ,0th, no one had quaLified for rtMinnesota Glittersrr or
'rSk3rwatch". The rest of us fell far behind wlth B new menbers brought in by 5 people,
Our totsl membership now is I5l.

14te know we shall benefit greatly from our new nembers. A warm welcone to
all of you. Shere your ldeas rith us. Tell your friends what our soc5.ety offers.
Ii{e hope we can be of serrrice to you in al-I phases of iris gardening. n.

Did you take slides for the Minn. Horb. Society this suamer?
Dontt forget to turn themo over to Ra1ph Hintze. .. ;...

Bring them with you to the ANNUAI DINNER next Friday..
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TI{E I.IILI|IAUKEE CONVE}ITION-

MO[ZMA,"{N'S GJIRDEN

you have read in the last two or three issues of the News and Viers reports
of various gardens we saw during the Garden Tours at the National AIS conventj-on

at l\[iIwauk"u. [h" weather rluri-ng the whole convention was misty, cold and ra:lny -
but the warnth, comradeskip end wonderful friendliness of all those attending from

all over the country rras such that - in spite of the inevitable disappointment of
not seeing more of ihe ne* irises - nothing could really da,mpen the spirits of the
busloads of people who went fron one beautifully manicured garden to another'

Sueh was the spirit of our busload of conventioneers as we came to the lcve1y
home and garden of Mr. and i[rs. Clarence Protzmarur, our hard-workin6; RVP who was

also Convention Chairman.Their garden consistecl of raised beds bordering grass pe*hs

beautifully laid out and tandscaped on a long Iot. Adding to the beauty of the
pf*rting"r" (irlses, shrubs, pereirials etc. )-were str.r,teg'ica11y placed fountains
irn,t sta{uary, """uitirrg in'a most Iovely whoIe. Secause the Protzmaruors home is
c.Loser to thil leke than any of the otheis, their garCen had been kept cooler,
resulting in even fewer btooms than in the other gardens, but the plants with their
uany stalks and buds were a prom:lse of beautiful sights to come.

iirte Cid see Larry Gaulterts JILBY, an AM winner in 1958, which i.s a beautifully
fc,rmed, uousu;r,l rose-.methyst colored bloom with a burnt orenge beard, and JOIIE,
a violet and white pli-cata with flaring form from Robert Sehreiner, which won iin
H},,t in 1958. .ir,Ilen Ensmingerts BIJRNING EI,lmRS was i.rl unusual color - a smoky rose -
ag close as I coull describe it.

Mr. Protzmannrs seedlin6; No. 55-4-J is a beautiful yellow r:nd white flower,
ruffl-ed and flaring with goo,1 branching. I wouLd have liked to have seen a clump
of this in full bloom. It showed real promise.

'.fso Been here was a seedling that Ju1ius titladekamper brought back from Victor
Hartkopf i.n }ilontana, seedling No. 5!-1 which is a definJ.te step to the achj-evement
of a blue-bearderl white iris. Nct finishecL, as Julius said, but interesting and a

step in the right directi.on, the tip of the beard bei.ng a defirrite blda.

In spite of the sparseness of bIcom, it was a delight to see the beautifully
laid out and cared for garden vrhich showed the enormous amount of time and" energy
expenrled by the owners. Tfe hope to see it again at some future Cate when the
weather cooperates to bring forth the bloon and beauty so lavishly promised.

- Virginia }v{esser

excorpted from an overseas Robin -

'tln June. I had the good fortune to be a delegate in the WRS Stand at the
Royal Highland Agricultr:ral Show in Eriinburgh (ScotLanri). The stancl depicted Hornes
Through the Ages, and took the form of an lBth Century farrn house, a 19th Century
manor house, a 19th Century bungalow, and a llth Century Castle. They were aJ.I
perfect forttrnately, to be shown again at some future ti.ate. The flower show was
wonderful. Irises and rock plants were exceLlent. Roses, old and new varietles
exceLlent. Ert lt was the peony sectlon which, to me, was outstanrling. "Bowl of
Beautyrr was qulte wonderful-"' 

- Kathreen l\fason , Dunbeg, Argylr, scotran

Canrt you just visuaJ-ize it?
It ls still not too late to plant a few new peonies j-n your garden.The new hybrids
are very desirable garden subjects, md excellent companion plants for your irises.
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October is the time to plant iris seeds

in Southern Mlnnesota

Did you hybridize antrr irises last spring? ff so, you have already collected
the seeds, taken them from the potls and counted them, labeling ttte cross. Oetober
is the time to plant the seeds,

There are many different methocls used to plant lris seeds. One menber of our
Twin City Iris Society plants them in garden rows between laths. fhe purpose of the
laths is to identify where the seeds are planted in order to keep them well watered
in the spring to aid germination. The laths also help identify the area where the
irj-ses will be germinating.

Another method used by soue of our rnembers j.s to plant the seeds in clay pots.
This facilitates keeping each cross separate. It is also easy to water in the spring.
The pots are then sunk in a cold fra,me to the top of the rim. They can be kept for
the follo-wing year since all the seeds do not gernS.nate the first year.

No matter whi-ch nethod you use, sone things to renember ares

If the seeds are plarrted tlirectly in the garden be sure to
Label the rows accurately and make a map of the rows. Labels
have a way of getting Lost or renoved.
kis seeds should not be planted in t[re sane locaIlty, since
some seeCs will not germinate tJ:e first year, but rather the
second or third or even later years. To plant more seeds in the
saae area could possibly mj.x up a cross of later germinating
seeds with those plarrted this yearo

Iris seeds -should be planted between * and 1'r deep, Gerrdnation is erratj.c.
sometimes over JVfi gernjneie. r have lnad 8& genuination on some crosses. othertimes ge:mination is yely poor, down to 10 or-t516. Some years-germination is betterthan other years. In 1958 Dr. Reuben Dav:id had very poor germination i-n his potplanted seecs. rn L969 they ca^ure up and the percentage of germination ,u" .rr"i1l' good.1!6! seens to have beLn a fooa year for germination here in souther.n },/Linnesota.

There are some theories about the distance apart seed-s shouLd be planted.. Somepeople plant the entj-re pod of seeds in one close crraap so the seeds are touchingone another' fhey clain that if the seeds are very close and actuarly touch eachother the gennination is better. r know of no controlled experiment conducted. totest-this hypothesis, but it is an interestlng one. since germination is notconsistent lt is aJ'most necessary to transpluit trru iris seedlings when they ore1 or 4 inches high.

rndications are that a lot of fa,Il watering or fall rains are helpful to goodgermination. Prepare your bed or pots, qlant yoir se*as about $,r deep, label andrnap the area; if you use pots it is good io #i;n with a lead pencil on the outerrim of the pot elttrer the-number or tire cross o* tir" cross its-elt. rf the pots getmixed up or the ]1be1" ro"t,--ii-i". 
"1*uy"-po""itr* to irlentify the seeds. Keep theseeds sufficiently waterea ina-next eprii y."-*irr be eagerly looklng for thespeax shaped seedlings to come up.

L. trYatcr reqrdrements' in the Gerrnination of
Vo1 . XVII, No. 2 Februa,ry Lg6g

Hybridizing for Everyorler NE[fs Alv,D vrE$ls

Irj-s lieed" NE'}''IS AND VIEtrfS,

VoI" X\fII, I[ou 5 ]/lay 19592,

E by Ju.lius Vfadekaraper



PREPA3E YOUR IRIS EEDS TOR TfINTER

By Julius \Tadeka,mPer

Irises should be covered well for the }rlinne sota winter. Some have sald that
last w:inter they did not cover their irises and they cand through perfectly weL1.
Srtre, but last winter we had from 4 to 5 feet of snow which served as a perfect
ncturo-l coveri.ng. lTe calrrot always be asgured of this easy nethod to protect
our i-rlses.

fhere are some choreg to do before covering irises. First, the beds shouLd be
cleaned of all weeds. In the autunn the weeds tend to nmke a last stnrggle for
survival and put forth nanlr seeds in a very short period of time. Controlling theselate season weeds will save a lot of work tfre tofforing'Jrear. l{oxt thgie is the
question of whether the irises should be cut back or not. f have heard oonvincing
arguments in fovor of cutti:ng the fans back 6 or J inches. I have also heard
argunents in f'lvor sg not cutting back. I favor cutting tre fa,:rs to about 6 inches.
In the winter tne ground is frozen, but many times the air becomes warm - warm
enough, in fact, to thaw the leavesr Y{hen this happens they lose water through
transpiration. Since the ground does not thaw, the planta are trot able to tal<e up
w-rter. This dessieati.on of the cells causes then to-rot. The dry rot sometimes
extends down to the rhisone. If the leaves are cut back thev stand erect and arenot as J-ikely to receive the obli-que rays of the sun. Also ihe lea,f surface isgreatly reduced, hence less :rea for trunspirat5-on. The erect fans present a neat
ilppearancer Ieaf, spot usually occuring nore near the tips which are cut off. It is
also easler to keep the ooveiing fron blowing since the fane serve aer en obstacleto hold the straw.

Beds cleaned, irises cut back, spraying ls the nexb iten on the 1ist. fhe
plants and the ground surrounding iten siroofa be sprayed well in the fal1. This
reduces the chances of the early hatching borers reaching the plants,

The beds B,re now ready for covering. The question is, when to cover? It is
necesssry to use a sirth senge. Do the ducks kriow when to fIy south? Do the frogs
know when to retreat to tlne lake botton? Do you know when to cover your irises?A specific date cannot be g:iven, for it rlepehds on the Xenrr fi seehs that
November lst woulil be the very earliest, and perhaps most people have their beds
covere& by fhanksgr]ring. First, take sone pipes or tin cans, p1oc" them around the
g:rden_u"ith poison corn. fhe nrice will be attracted to the corn md vl"lll not destroy
the iri-ses. The covering can now be praced on the beds.

ltfhat to use for covering? I arsh hay wS.thout weeds is very good. It is also
hard to get' I like clean oats straw. It does not pack like leaves and is readily
avaj-lable. A cerbain araount of oats grows the following year, but oats is easy to
weed out. If leaves are used they should be pl,tced over branches or twigs to keep
them frorn packing. About one foot of covet'i.,!, Ioo""Iy applied is sufficient. I{orewill not be hazmful. It is imporbant to see {irat trre Loveitng overlaps the beds orindivlduar plants, if they are growlng in separr,rte corners of the garden. It nightbe necessary to place sorne branches over the eover to keep it frc.rm blowing ,,r*ry.

In surun,ty: Clean the iris beds well
Cut the fans back to about 5 inohes
Spray the iriees and surrounding area
cover the beds with I to 2 feet of mersh hay or some

sui.table coverj-ng.



SO},{E OMERVAIIONS ON IRIS DISEA,SES

National Iris Society Conference
Sheraton-schroeder lIote1, &Iilwaukee
June 5, L969

Diseases that affect iris are few, eompared with those which attack uany other
erops and orna"mentals. The IJSDA host lndex of plant diseases lists fewer than
12 fung:i and bacteria that feed on this beautiful flower. Roses, by comparison
are susoeptible to more lhan 75 such orga,irisms; gladioli to nore than 21. Perhaps
this is one reason why you finrl the iris to be such an excellent plant for your
purpose!

E:t the number of diseases that may show up is not the only criterion in evaluating
the healffi-Fa crop. Just one disease, if it is serj-ous enough and comnnon enough,
can destroy the value and desirabillty of growing a certain flower in our garden.
Everyone of you are fp.miliaI with diseases such as the fungus leaf spot (ceused
by the fungus Didymelling macrosporaj); bacterial 1ea^f spot (IgE@@ t*r,licres-
cens - incited); and soft rot (caused by t]:e bacterium Erwirria cqrglovgra). Some

ffiou algo have seen rusfuc.rown rot; sraf mold rot, nlrlo"s irIE-?Effis noay
worry abour Fusarifim basal rot, ink spot ind blue mold on occasion. Probably the
mr.rst euecinct, yet serious 'liseases affecting iris and many other vegetatively
propagated plants, are caused by vlruses whj-ch pass from one g:eneratj-on to the next.
[hese latter diseases se]dom kill - but they are degenerative in their effects and
are extremely difficult to control to the degree we would like. In my judgement
serious iris growers need to be il.ware of these virus cliseases and take the pre-
cautions that are available in minimizing their effects.

l{y discussion will deal primarity with virus difficulties.

Two general groups of viruses are known to attack plarrts: (1) ttyellowsrr - which
generally cause stunting, chlorosis and distortion end most of which are trans-
r:citted by leafhoppers i Q) rrmosaic" - which generally causes mottling and sorao
malformation and often are degenerative in their ultimate effects on the host.
Most are transmitted "meehanically" and by aphids - some by neuatodes' Both
g?oups are transmitted to the offspring when vegetatively propagated.

Viruses known to infect j.ris are of the mosaic t;rpe.

Erlbous iris are traditionally consldered to be most injured by viruses - the
variety ltrIedgwood is a classic exa"mpIe. More recently, rhizomatous types h:ve shown
vuLnerability.

Specific slrnptoms varyt but the leaves nay show yellow streaks and blotches, due
in part to a reduction of chl-oroplasts and a reduction of epiCerma,l cel1s. Young
Ieaves and bud sheaths are always nore plainly mottled than olCer leaves. Cool
temperatures encourage sSrmptom expressiono Varieties that show sSnnptoms in the
flowers uay appear rrbroken" (usuel1y darker streaks than the normal color); or with
utear drops'r ertending towards the throat. Sometimes feather-Iike cfeared streaks,
lighter than the normal color, may develop - especially i.n yellow varieties.
tr'rank1y, diagnosis by observations in the garden is a difficult taskt Since
virtually all offspring from the saune innediate parent will be infected, commercia^l
propagators may finrl grouping such offspring together for observation purposes a
useful technique. $uch practice j-s conmonly used to assi-st roguing efforts in
the productj-on of reg:istererl potato "seed".
(Copies distributed at the AIS Convention in Milwanrkeeo Included here for the
benefi-t of those who were not able to attend the convention. )
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